
Phase 3 Pronunciation Guide 
 Grapheme How it is 

pronounced 
– example 
within a 

word 

Associated 
Image 

Mouth Shape How to 
produce the 
phoneme 

j jelly 

 
 

 
Pucker your lips 
and show your 
teeth use your 
tongue as you say 
j j j 

v van 

  

 
Put your teeth 
against your 
bottom lip and 
make a buzzing 
vvvvv vvvvv 

w wind 

  

 
Pucker your lips 
and keep them 
small as you say 
w w w 

x fix 

  

Mouth open, then 
push the cs/x 
sound through as 
you close your 
mouth cs cs cs (x 
x x) 

y yoghurt 

 
 

Smile, tongue to 
the top of your 
mouth, say y 
without opening 
your mouth yyy 
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z 
zz 

zip 
buzz 

 
 

 

 
Show me your 
teeth and buzz the 
z sound zzzzz 
zzzzz 

qu quack 

  

 
Pucker your 
mouth, then open 
it as you say qu 
qu qu 

ch choo 
choo 

 
 

 
Pucker your lips 
and show your 
teeth; use your 
tongue as you say 
ch ch ch 

sh shush  

 
 

 
Pucker your lips 
and show your 
teeth; push the air 
out shshshshsh 
shshshshsh 

th this 

  

 
Voiced: Tongue on 
your teeth, teeth 
almost closed to 
make a ‘buzzing’ 
th th th 

th thumb 

 
 

 
Unvoiced: Tongue 
on your teeth; 
push the air out 
th th th 
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ng strong 

  

 
Open your mouth 
a bit and then use 
your tongue at 
the back of your 
mouth to say ng 
ng ng 

nk stink 

  

 
Open your mouth 
a bit and then use 
your tongue at 
the back of your 
mouth to say ngk 
ngk ngk 

ai pain 

  

 
Open your mouth 
wide and say ai ai 
ai 

ee see 

 
 

 
Smile with your 
lips apart and say 
ee ee ee 

igh sight 

  

 
Open your mouth 
in a relaxed way 
and say igh igh 

igh 

oa goat 

 
 

 
Make an ‘o’ with 
your mouth and 
say oa oa oa 
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oo look 

  

 
Pucker your lips 
as you say oo oo 
oo 

oo cuckoo 

  

 
Open your mouth 
just a bit, put 
your hand on 
your tummy, pull 
your tummy in 
and say oo oo oo 

ar start 

 
 

 
Open your mouth 
wide, push your 
tongue down and 
say ar ar ar 

or born  

 

 
Make an ‘o’ with 
your mouth, push 
your tongue down 
and say or or or 

ur 
er  

turn 
mixer 

 
 

 

 
Open your mouth 
in a relaxed way, 
push your tongue 
down and say ur 
ur ur 

ow now 

 
 

 
Open your mouth 
wide then move 
your lips together 
as you say ow ow 
ow 
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oi oil 

  

 
Make an ‘o’ with 
your mouth then 
move your lips out 
as you say oi oi oi 

ear hear 

  

 
Smile with your 
lips apart, push 
your tongue to 
your teeth as you 
say ear ear ear 

air hair 

 
 

 
Open your mouth 
wide, push your 
tongue down as 
you say air air air 

ure cure 

  

 
Smile as you form 
the y and pucker 
up as you make 
the or 


