Taming Tricky Words

A word association method for learning irregular high frequency words.
The What

‘Taming Tricky Words' is a word association strategy that helps children develop their sight vocabulary.

Knowledge of these essential function words builds fluency and ultimately helps develop prediction of other words. Children acquire
language best when it is tangible, and they have a mental image of the word eg. dog, cat, Mum, Dad are words children learn early on as
the association is straight forward. Word association helps children attach a mental image to an abstract word, through a carefully
selected sentence. This association gives children a strategy for thinking the word through. The technique helps children to build and
retain an effective sight vocabulary of tricky words.

The How

The words are taught in manageable sets. The children are introduced to a word and a picture. The word and the picture have no obvious
correlation, this is achieved through the sentence - a little story! When the story is read, the target word is given extra emphasise, hence
why it is written in capital letters. When the children have practised hearing the words using the story and picture as prompts, the picture
can be covered. The children can then be encouraged to identify and read the tricky words using the links they've developed from using the
images and hearing the stories. We explicitly teach tricky words in class, noting which parts of the words can be sounded out and which
parts can’t. The cards can be used to play games like Pairs and Snap to help reinforce the correlation between word and image and
increase exposure to the sight vocabulary.

The Who

Taming Tricky Words is a scheme that supports all learners to develop their sight vocabulary and visual memory. For many children,
acquiring tricky words is a challenge and so this word association strategy supports them to learn the words in an engaging and
manageable way. The method supports multiple learning styles and helps to improve learner’s confidence and engagement in their early
reading.
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We only have one
moon it's called THE
moon. THE moon.
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It IS a sunny day.

It IS hot.




It's AS cold
AS ice.
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I am goitng TO a
party. We going TO

eat Birthday cake.
We are going TO play
games.




The packet has crisps
in it. Wecall it a

packet OF crisps! I
love packets OF
Crisps.




When the lights are

green the cars can
GO.




Do you like ghosts?

NO! Are there any
ghosts? NO! NO! NO!




It HAS been a good
day!

It HAS been a really
good day.




It is HIS hat.

He wears it on HIS
head.
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SHE is a ladybird.
S e SHE is red and black.
SHE is a girl
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My family are going

on holiday. WE are
sleeping in a tent.
Who likes sleeping in
a tent? WE do.
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My Mum has a
| hen I

\\/~ \






