
EYFS Information 
Meeting



*General Information and 
Reminders

*EYFS Curriculum
*How we learn

*Areas of Learning
*Reading
*Writing
*Maths

Agenda
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• Monday is outside PE. Thursday is inside PE.
• Water bottles – no squash, refilled independently 

throughout the day.
• Hot lunches –  we will inform you if repeatedly not eaten
• Book Bags – 1 small key ring
• See through folders – Learn to read books and 

administration, checked when children read with an adult
• Uniform – labelled, in line with policy
• Beginning and the end of the day expectations – saying 

goodbye in the morning, children walking with their 
parents out of the school grounds (not running)

Things to remember…

SJ



Tapestry

• Online Learning Journal
• Accounts set up
• Platform to share learning – general 

questions/concerns to be asked in person
• Permissions reminders – not sharing 

images online
• Share updates/weekly Learning News on 

what we have been doing in school
• Only one way in which we record 

learning – new curriculum emphasises 
the importance of interactions over 
record keeping. Do not expect regular or 
frequent observations.

SJ



VJ



VJ



Any questions or concerns 
come and talk to us. Let 
school be the first port of 

call.

VJ



Our Curriculum

The knowledge and skills that we want our 
children to learn.



Springdale First School Imagine, Believe, Achieve

Statutory Assessments
Reception EYFS Baseline

The Reception Baseline Assessment 
(RBA) is a statutory assessment 

from September 2021 onwards. It 
provides a snapshot of where pupils 
are when they arrive at school. It 
will provide a starting point to 

measure the progress schools make 
with their pupils between reception 

and the end of primary school.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/receptio
n-baseline-assessment-information-for-parents 
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EYFS Statutory Framework

LI

*Mandatory framework 
for all providers to 
follow

*Stipulates the learning 
and development 
requirements for EYFS

*Help every child 
achieve the best 
possible start in life
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Learning Experiences
Our curriculum is sequentially planned to develop over time, continually building on prior learning and 

imparting knowledge in manageable and coherent chunks. We aim to be responsive in our planning to the 
children’s needs and interests and develop knowledge and skills in an engaging and purposeful way, preparing 

them for their next stage. An enquiry question helps to give the learning purpose and guide us through our 
learning journey.

HERE NEAR FAR

Home From Home

Theme

Topics

Enquiry 
Question Who am I?

Let’s Celebrate

Yo-Home! Yo-Home!

Jurassic Coast: Our home rocks!

Around The World!

From Broadstone to 
Beyond!

Where do I live? Where can I go?







Year Group

R/1/2/3/4

Autumn 
Term 1

Autumn 
Term 2

Spring Term 
1

Spring Term 
2

Summer 
Term 1

Summer 
Term 2

Where? 

Location and 
company name if 

applicable. 

Poole Lighthouse Poole Museum Science Dome - 
Dinosaur 
Planetarium

Creature Teacher Walk to The Post 
Box

How will you get 
there? 

Coach At school At school At school Walk

When? December January March May July

Why? 

What is the 
purpose of the trip. 

Enrichment 
(SMSC)/ 

Curriculum link?

The children will be 
performing a 
nativity to their 
peers and parents, 
so we want them to 
experience a 
performance first 
hand. It is also a 
further opportunity 
to develop a love of 
reading, as a text is 
brought to life.

An enrichment 
opportunity to 
promote the awe 
and wonder in our 
learners. To develop 
their knowledge on 
where we live and 
what makes it 
special.

An enrichment 
opportunity to 
promote the awe 
and wonder in our 
learners. To develop 
their knowledge on 
where we live and 
what makes it 
special.

An enrichment 
opportunity to 
promote the awe 
and wonder in our 
learners. To develop 
their knowledge on 
animals from 
around the world, 
linking with their 
learning on the 
rainforest.

To provide a 
purpose for writing 
and to share their 
knowledge on space 
with their families.

Cost?

Not including 
travel 

£15 estimate Free £6.25 £4.50 Free



Sharing Our Learning



How we learn
*Play is a powerful motivator and an 
essential part of the learning process.

*Combination of child-initiated time (Let's 
Explore) where the environment is resourced 

and planned to reflect the children's 
attainment and interests.

*Adult directed activities are planned 
opportunities that develop key skills based 

on our ongoing assessments. These skills are 
then planned to be consolidated within the 

environment.
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Prime Areas
7 areas of learning and development grouped into two 

categories – prime areas and specific areas. The prime areas 
are important because they lay the foundations for children’s 

success in all other areas of learning and of life:

•Communication and Language
•Personal, Social and Emotional  
 Development
•Physical Development

LI



Specific Areas
The specific areas provide the range of experiences and 

opportunities for children to broaden their knowledge and 
skills:

• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

LI



Imagine    Believe   Achieve

Word Reading
Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs. Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending. Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common exception words.

Reading Early 
Learning Goal

SJ

What are we working towards?



Imagine    Believe   Achieve

Comprehension
Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by 
retelling stories and narratives using their own words and 
recently introduced vocabulary. Anticipate – where appropriate 
– key events in stories. Use and understand recently introduced 
vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, 
rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Reading Early 
Learning Goal

SJ

What are we working towards?



Imagine    Believe   Achieve

• Learn to Read, Love to Read
• Whole class VIPERS sessions
• Phonics sessions
• Recognition of regular and 

common irregular words –
Rainbow Words

• Individual reading
• Engaging enhanced 

provision.
• Daily story time and rhyme 

time. 

SJ

How do we teach reading?



Our books are organised into two distinct 
categories;

“Learn to Read.  Love to Read”

Learn to Read. Love to Read.

SJ



Our "Learn to Read" books 
match our children's phonic 
attainment and our "Love to 
Read" books foster a love of 

reading.

SJ



• The books are phonic based allowing 
children to practise blending – books 
should be a comfortable read and should 
only contain sounds the children are 
secure in

• The books are chosen by the teacher and 
are changed weekly, based on teacher’s 
ongoing assessment – varying days

• Book bags will be checked when children 
read with a teacher. Any messages need 
to be passed on verbally.

Learn to Read

SJ



• All of our “Love to Read” books are in the book corner.

• Books which are intended to inspire and foster a love of reading
• A book to share as a family, to discuss and enjoy together – the 

children are unlikely to be able to read these independently at this 
stage.

• The books are categorised and are labelled with coloured love

     hearts.

• VIPER SKILLS are practised.

• Children can change these books daily and do not match their 
attainment – more like a library book

Love to Read

SJ
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Springdale First School 

Imagine, Believe, Achieve

Sally was able to sound out the word ‘sh-
i-p’ in this book. She spotted the 
digraph 'sh' and told me it had 3 

phonemes in it.

Reading Comment 
Examples

Michael predicted that the wolf was 
going to hurt the boy because he said  
‘Wolves are normally bad in stories 
like the ‘The Three Little Pigs’. They 

hurt people.’

Julia tried really hard with this book. She 
found it tricky to spot the digraphs within 
words e.g. sh-or-t. She sounded out each 
letter individually. She recognised the 

tricky words, the, to and no. 

Tim read 
well.

Please write 
comments about 

your child’s reading 
– 3 comments a 

week. You will get a 
reminder sticker, if 
we cannot see the 

children have read 3 
times.

KS1



What is phonics?

Skill of segmentation 
and blending

Knowledge of the 
alphabetic code

SJ



Imagine   Believe   Achieve

• Phonics is the link between letters and the 
sounds that they make.

• We teach this through a structured programme 
which works through six progressive phases 
(see our website)

• We use the Jolly phonics actions and song to 
support learning in an engaging and 
kinaesthetic way

• Each sound has a song and an action to go 
with it, this makes them easier for the children 
to remember.

• These songs can be found on Youtube and are 
a good place to make sure sounds are being 
pronounced correctly. 

• www.youtube.com/watch?v=IwJx1NSineE

What is phonics?

SJ
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Imagine   Believe   Achieve

Phase 1

• Discriminating, listening, 
remembering, exploring, 
manipulating and talking about: 

1- environmental sounds 

2- musical instruments

3- body percussion

4- rhythm and rhyme

5- alliteration

6- voice sounds

7 - Orally blending and segmenting 
phonemes

Rhymers are Readers

When children hear nursery 
rhymes, they hear the sounds, 
vowels and consonants make.  
They learn how to put these 
sounds together to make 
words.
They also practice pitch, 
volume and voice inflection, as 
well as the rhythm of 
language.  

How we teach reading?
Phonics

SJ



Imagine   Believe   Achieve

Phase 2
begin to learn the letter names and 
individual sounds (phonemes) using 
Jolly Phonics. Learn four phonemes a 
week.

Things you might hear your child 
saying.
Phoneme – the smallest unit of 
sound in a word.
Digraph – two letters that make 
one sound
Trigraph – three letters that make 
one sound
Sound buttons – a dot put under 
each sound in a word.

s a t

1. s, a, t,  p, 

2. i, n, m, d

3. g, o, c, k, 

4. ck, e, u, r

5. h, b, f/ff, 
l/ll, ss 

6. j, v, w, x

7.      y, z, zz, qu

8.      ch, sh, th, ng,

9.      ai, oa, igh, ee, 

10.     oo, ar, or, ur

11.     ow, oi, ear,   

12. air, ure, er

More information about how we teach 
phonics will be available at our phonics 
information meeting – date and time to be 
confirmed.

SJ



Imagine   Believe   Achieve

How we teach reading?
Themes

SJ



Imagine    Believe   Achieve

• Not just happening in ‘reading times’ – children involved 
in reading and decoding words throughout the day

•  Signs around the classroom and outside area, role play, 
Let’s Explore board, computer etc. 

http://www.earlylearninghq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/signs-3.jpg

How we teach reading?

Provision

SJ
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Imagine   Believe   Achieve

• Learn to Read books changed once a week.
• Children independently choose their own Love to Read 

book – If your child is bringing the same book home 
please pop a message in the reading record and we can 
encourage them to try something new. 

• Comment in your child’s reading record.
• Spending 5 quality minutes a day reading with your 

child makes the world of difference.
• Encourage children to look for the sounds they have 

recently learnt. 
• The more sounds they learn the more words they will be 

able to read.
• Talk, talk, talk.

Home Reading

SJ



•How we learn at school
•How you can support at home 

WRITING

LI



Write recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed. Spell 
words by identifying sounds in 

them and representing the sounds 
with a letter or letters. Write 

simple phrases and sentences that 
can be read by others.

Early Learning Goal

LI

What are we working towards?



Example of Expected Writing

LI
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From 
this…



LI

To      
this…



The Road 
to Writing

How do we get there?

LI



The Road to Writing
*Physical development is a core component of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage Framework

*A child who is physically well-developed will have a 
stronger frame (gross motor skills), increased focus and will 
have the fine motor control necessary for holding a pencil 
and writing

*Learners need to be confident and 
competent physically before they 
are ready to write. 

LI



Gross Motor

Gross motor skill development involves the large muscles in 
the arms, legs and torso. Gross motor activities are important 

to everyday physical activities like walking, running, 
throwing, lifting, kicking, etc. Gross motor abilities also form 

the basis for fine motor skills.

What is it?

Early Learning Goal
Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for 
themselves and others; Demonstrate strength, balance and 

coordination when playing; Move energetically, such as 
running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing

LI
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Gross Motor
Help at Home

Playground 
Activities

Gardening Carrying heavy 
objects

Vertical working Animal walks Sweeping
LI



Fine Motor

Small and precise finger and hand 

movements

What is it?

LI

Early Learning Goal
Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent 

writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases; Use a 
range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes 
and cutlery; Begin to show accuracy and care when 

drawing.



Fine Motor
Help at Home

Hamma Beads
LEGO

Playdoh

Threading
Tweezers Pinterest

LI



The Road to Writing

What can you 
expect to see?

LI



The Road to Writing

• Random 
assortment of 
marks

• Large, circular, 
random and 
resemble 
drawing

• Beginning to 
show ideas

Annotate what they mean – child speak

Scribbling

LI



Letter like symbols

• Letter like forms emerge
• Randomly placed
• Numbers
• Attach meaning
• No spacing is present

LI



Letter Strings

• Legible letters
• Developing awareness of sound to symbol
• CAPITAL LETTERS
• No spacing is present

LI



Initial sounds emerge

• Begin to see differences between sound, letter 
and word

• Some use of spaces
• Messages make sense and match pictures

LI



Consonants represent words

• Begin to leave spaces between words
• OFteN MiX uppER anD lOWer CASe lETters
• Sentences that tell ideas

Ladybirds are cute!

LI



Initial, middle and final sounds

• Some phase words spelt correctly
• Names of family members
• Phonologically plausible attempts
• Writing is readable

LI



Standard Spelling

• Spell most words correctly
• Developing an understanding of root words, 

compound words and contractions
• Using this knowledge to help spell similar words

LI



How we teach writing

LI

Gross motor opportunities through 
provision – digging, sweeping, washing 
windows, big mark making, woodwork

Fine motor opportunities through 
environment – playdough, cooking 
(chopping, grating, mixing), construction

Phonics sessions 5 times 
a week & Handwriting

Writer’s Workshop &
Drawing Club 

Enhanced Provision –  lists, books, 
cards, letters, story scribing



Letter Formation
•Letter formation will be 
taught within our phonics 
session and handwriting 
sessions
•Supporting pencil grip, 
sitting position
•Fluid style

LI



Letter Formation

LI



Help At Home
Talk, talk and talk some more!

Promote a love of literature – model quality 
language

Develop gross/fine motor skills 

Don’t force it – are they ready?

Value every mark! Try to avoid over - correcting

Be imaginative with your child – follow their lead!

Provide opportunities to write – shopping lists, 
postcards etc. 

LI
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We aim for all our children to achieve the 
early learning Goal for Number.

Have a deep understanding of number to 10, 
including the composition of each number; 

Subitise (recognise quantities without 
counting) up to 5; Automatically recall 

(without reference to rhymes, counting or 
other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including 
subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 

10, including double facts.

What are we working towards?



We aim for all our children to achieve the early 
learning Goal for Numerical Patterns.

Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern 
of the counting system; Compare quantities up to 

10 in different contexts, recognising when one 
quantity is greater than, less than or the same as 
the other quantity; Explore and represent patterns 

within numbers up to 10, including evens and 
odds, double facts and how quantities can be 

distributed equally.

VJ

What are we working towards?



Number Knowledge!

Within the foundation stage we aim to provide an 
excellent understanding of number and to use this 
with confidence for counting, calculating and solving 
problems. 

It is important that the children are confident in 
mentally manipulating and calculating with smaller 
numbers even though they may be able to count 
with much larger numbers.

1   2   3   4   5   6   7  8  9  10

VJ



➢ Daily, whole class Number Fun 
sessions

➢Planned maths activities on 
provision
➢Daily routines – counting how 
many children are present, days 
of the week song, how many 
snacks etc

VJ

How we teach maths?



Maths is Everywhere!
Children will have experience of maths through many 

indirect everyday experiences and not just through planned 
activities and the classroom environment.

➢Songs
➢Counting out equipment for children at an activity.

➢Role play.
➢Sand/water play
➢Construction

➢Games
➢Teacher questioning

VJ



Helping your child at home.

➢Reading numbers in the environment
➢Play board games.
➢ Everyday talk and questioning 
➢Cooking
➢ Water/bath play
➢ Shopping
➢Number Blocks
➢ Opportunities for talking about time 
➢ Identifying and describing shape.

VJ



Springdale First School Imagine, Believe, Achieve

Volunteering to help in school.

• Anyone who volunteers in school needs to complete an application 
form, providing names for references. (This is part of important 
Safeguarding procedures).

• All volunteers need to complete a DBS check.
• All volunteers must undertake an induction before helping in schools.
• If you would like to volunteer, please ask the office for an application 

form.
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