
Welcome
to 

Reception
2025- 26





Aims of this meeting
• To get to know the school community

• To share expectations and routines

• To find out how we support your 
child starting school

• To share arrangements for September

• To develop awareness of school 
readiness skills

• To reassure you!
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To get to know the school 
community

Aim 1



Our Senior Leadership Team

Mrs Lawrence
Teaching and Learning 

Leader

Miss Budden

Headteacher

Mr Cameron 

Deputy Headteacher

Mrs Burgess

Inclusion Leader
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Our Inclusion Team

Mrs Burgess
Inclusion,  Pupil Premium and 

Attendance Leader

Mrs Samways

Pastoral Care Support
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Our Office Team

Mrs Sandford

Operations Manager

Mrs Davis
Office Administrator 

Ms Bright

Office Manager
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Mrs Jeffrey
Office Administrator 



Our Early Years Team

Miss Iles
EYFS Leader & 

Wrens Class Teacher

Mrs Johnston
Robins Class Teacher 

(Monday & Tuesday)

Mrs Johnstone
Robins Class Teacher 

(Wednesday, Thursday & Friday)
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Our Early Years Base

We have 2 classes across Reception. 
The base is very fluid and responsive to children’s needs and interests. 

The resources are organised into areas, so the children can make choices about 
what and where they want to develop their learning.
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Outside provision is crucial to developing children’s learning 
and skills.

 Our Outdoor Area is an extension of our classroom and 
provides opportunities to develop their Prime areas and 

Characteristics of Learning. 

Our Early Years Base
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Shared Areas
Don’t worry if your child isn’t in the same class as their friend, we have shared 

areas which both classes can access. The creative and outside areas are used by both 
Robins and Wrens, so the children can still see each other. We work very closely as a 

cohort and have lots of opportunities to mix.
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Our School Grounds
We have a wealth of opportunities across school to 

enrich the children’s school experience. LI
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To share expectations and 
routines

Aim 2



Working In Partnership
• Talk to us! Let us be the first port of call. 

    If we don’t know, we can’t help!

• Share messages at the start of the day so 
we can be responsive to the children’s needs 
- tricky morning, feeling under the weather, 

taken any medication etc.

• Support with learning opportunities outside 
   of school – engage with home learning

• Follow the school expectations and 
procedures

VJ

The little things make a big difference
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Uniform
Most items found in large chain stores or from school wear shops, However, our school uniform provider is Brigade items can be 

ordered directly with them. Their website address is: www.brigadeuniformdirect.uk.com 

*Royal blue pinafore dress or Royal blue skirt 
*White polo neck, polo shirt or white blouse 
*Royal blue cardigan, sweater or school sweatshirt
*White socks, white or navy tights
*Royal blue and white checked or striped dress 
with FRONT opening for summer wear. 

*Grey trousers/shorts
*White polo neck, polo shirt or white 
shirt/blouse
*Royal blue cardigan, sweater or school 
sweatshirt 
*Grey socks 

Fashion clothes and shoes / boots are discouraged. Hair bands/bows must be discreet and be the school colours.

Either… Or…
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PE
Uniform

*Royal blue shorts 
*Blue School PE T shirts 
*Velcro trainers 
*Tracksuit - any dark colour (not needed at 
the start of Foundation Stage) 
*Hair-band to tie back long hair
*No earrings on PE days
*A spare pair of pants and socks in a named 
bag

Sessions

*Come to school in PE Kit and wear 
all day – days shared soon
*1 inside and 1 outside session a week 
– weather dependant
*Promote physical education across 
the curriculum
*Name everything!
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Learning can get messy!

Children will be 
encouraged to 
wear aprons 

during creative 
activities.

We have lots of 
pairs of wellies 
for wet play 

outside.
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Drop off and Pick Up

School gates open at 
8:25

Enter through Lewesdon Drive 
and leave via Gladelands 

following the one way system. 
They are locked at 8:35. 

Reception finish at 
3:05. 

We dismiss from the lower 
playground. Exit via 

Lewesdon or Gladelands

Drop your child off at the 
bottom playground, where 

their teacher will be 
waiting to meet them.

VJ

If you are late, you will need to enter through the school 
office.



Snack Time
School provides a fruit snack 

for each child.

Children under the 
age of 5 years receive 
milk free of charge. 

Children bring in a named 
water bottle each day. No 

squash!
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Lunch Time

Lunch is at 
12 o’clock.

Hot lunches and packed lunches all eat 
together, with their year group, in the hall.

All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
children are entitled to a free hot 

school meal. Forerunner are our hot 
meal provider. 

Don’t
 overfill!
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Early Bird Club and After School Club 

3.05 – 4.15 pm early pick up
3.05 – 4.45 pm late pick up7:45 – 8:25 Early Bird Club

If you are interested, please speak to the school office. As you will understand, 
places are highly sought after; if you are unsuccessful in the first instance 

names will be added to our waiting list and you will be advised if places become 
available. 

Early Bird Club After School Club

VJ
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To find out how we support 
your child starting school

Aim 3
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❖Pre-school visits 

❖Transfer information from preschools 
– meetings and phone calls

❖All About Me and Getting To Know 
You forms ☺

❖Story Time in the Woods

❖Stay and Play sessions

❖Getting To Know You Session

❖Staggered/part time start

❖Meet the Teacher appointments

LI



Getting To Know You Sessions
Friday 4th July

❖Details of allocated session highlighted in packs

❖Don’t need to wear uniform

❖Bring a coat/sun hat, water bottle

❖Drop off and pick up at bottom playground

Session 1 : 9:15 – 10:30
Session 2 : 10:45 – 12:00

The gates will be open for session 1 at 9:15. If you are dropping off an older 
sibling please do so at normal time and keep to the times specified for your new 
starter. It is important that EYFS staff have time to welcome and support the 

current Reception children to move up to Year 1.
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To share arrangements for 
September

Aim 4
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Why do we do a staggered start?

• Support transition 

• More children, less adults, new environment

• Get to know the children well

• Children get to know staff well

• Opportunity to find out what children know – form 
next steps

• Develop confidence – build routines and              
relationships
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Week 1 

Wednesday 3rd September INSET DAY

Thursday 4th September Wrens in the morning 8:25 - 12:00

Robins in the afternoon 13:00 – 15:05

Friday 5th September Wrens in the morning 8:25 - 12:00

Robins in the afternoon 13:00 – 15:05

Every child will attend 3 morning and afternoon sessions with their 
new classmates over the first 2 weeks. They will meet all the EYFS 

team and become familiar with the Reception base.
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Week 2 

Monday 8th September Wrens in the morning 8:25 - 12:00

Robins in the afternoon 13:00 – 15:05

Tuesday 9th September Robins in the morning 8:25- 12:00

Wrens in the afternoon 13:00 – 15:05

Wednesday 10th September Robins in the morning 8:25 - 12:00

Wrens in the afternoon 13:00 – 15:05

Thursday 11th September Robins in the morning 8:25 - 12:00

Wrens in the afternoon 13:00 – 15:05

Friday 12th September ALL CHILDREN IN FOR LUNCH
Pick up at 13:15
Meet the Teacher Appointments – sign up via MCAS

As the children are now more familiar with their peers and their environment, they will have the opportunity 
to meet the children in their parallel class. The time they are in school will also increase this week.

.
Families will also have the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher and discuss their child and share any 

questions. Children are most welcome to join you!
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Week 3 

Monday 15th September ALL CHILDREN IN FOR LUNCH
Pick up at 13:15
Meet the Teacher Appointments – sign up via MCAS

Tuesday 16th September FULL TIME 8:25 – 15:05

Families will also have the opportunity to meet their child’s teacher and discuss 
their child and share any questions. Children are most welcome to join you!
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First Days of School
❖Wear uniform - named

❖Bring a coat/sun hat, water bottle 

❖Bring book bag – green wallet for Learn to Read 
Book and correspondence. No backpacks!

❖Drop off at lower playground

❖Pick up on playground – recommended to stand 
in a similar position each day, try to avoid 
waving until your child is being dismissed
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First Few Weeks
❖Relationships – adults and friends
❖Routines – pictorial timetable
❖Class rules
❖Learning Journey – Who am I?
❖Child initiated activities – Let’s Explore
❖Baseline Assessment – statutory 
assessment
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Tapestry
• Online Learning Journal
• Accounts set up in September using the information you 

have provided
• Platform to share learning – general questions/concerns to 

be asked in person
• Only one way in which we record learning – our curriculum 

emphasises the importance of interactions over record 
keeping. Do not expect regular or frequent observations.

• Share milestone moments from home and we will share class 
experiences with you as talking points with the children
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To develop awareness of 
school readiness skills

Aim 5



A child who is ready for school is more likely to meet their full 
potential, when they start school, and in life beyond the school gates. 

It’s not…

School Readiness is when a child holds curiosity and enthusiasm for the 
world around them. This can be summed up in the following core skills: 

 

Visit our school website for more information on School Readiness.LI
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Come and visit 
our classrooms! 

VJ
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