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Message From Miss Budden
WOW!! Time really does fly when you are having fun. In the blink of an eye, we find ourselves at the end of October,
hurtling towards half term! The children have continued to settle in really well to their new year groups and classes,
making new friends, learning new routines and exploring their new classroom layouts.
It has also been great to see so many of you attending our Parents Information meetings at the beginning of the
year, allowing you to find out what your child will be learning, and how you can help at home. For the past three
years, the beginning of the academic year has been different and ever-changing, and it felt refreshing for all of us at
school to hit the “reset” button on this academic year, hopefully returning to some normality. It was also a real
pleasure to be able to open our doors wide and welcome you all into the hall. For some of you, this was the first
time you had been able to venture into the building. As mentioned at the meeting, we look forward to inviting you
into school for more events throughout the year.
There were many key words that I took from all the meetings that will ensure that your child will have a successful
year. Communication, partnership, fun and excellence were key words that were frequently used in all year groups
by staff. These words are also very much linked to our PRIDE values, enabling our children to be the best that they
can be. Thank you so much for your active participation in these sessions. Everyone at Springdale cannot wait to
continue to share your child’s achievements throughout the year with you in lots of different ways. We enjoyed
seeing you all for Parents Consultation this week, where teachers shared your child’s targets with you, and also
celebrated the many successes that our children already have had this year.
This month, we have also welcomed some visitors from Hamwic Trust, who spent the day finding out how our
children learnt. Once again, our children’s behaviour was impeccable and our PRIDE values were out in force, with
the children showing determination, perseverance and excellence. We are incredibly lucky to have so many
dedicated members of staff who work tirelessly to ensure that your child receives the broad and balanced curriculum
they deserve.
As well as Hamwic visiting us, we also welcomed visitors from the United Reform Church and they celebrated Harvest
with us. Thank you so much for your generosity when donating food to Poole Food Bank. I know that many families
will benefit from the donations given.
This term, we have said goodbye to Mrs Fitzgerald. Mrs Fitzgerald has worked at Springdale for 14 years ensuring
that lunchtimes run smoothly. On behalf of everyone at Springdale, we want to say thank you and good luck in
your new adventures. Thank you for helping us at lunchtimes. You will be greatly missed. We will also be saying
goodbye to Mrs Magdy, thank you also for helping us at lunchtime. Good luck with your new ventures. We will
miss you too.
Please have a restful half term. We have so many exciting things planned that we cannot wait to share with you.
Thank you for your continued support.
Miss Budden
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Bike-ability and Learn to Ride
Children in Year One and Year Four have been incredibly lucky to take part in BCP’s “Learn to Ride” and Level 1 Bikeability this term again this year. Ensuring that our children are safe when they are out and about on their bikes is
so important, as well as enabling the children to maintain a healthy lifestyle and look after our environment by
cycling rather than jumping in the car. As with last year, the instructors were bowled over by our children’s
behaviour, their determination and their resilience. Well done Team Springdale, you were amazing.

Black History Month
All throughout the year we hold special events to commemorate important events and aspects from
history, including Remembrance Day to Guy Fawkes Night and many more. In October, we take the time to
celebrate Black History Month and acknowledge the contributions made to society by people of black heritage. At
Springdale, we have taken the time to learn about different significant individuals through reading the 'Little
People, Big Dreams' books, including Muhammad Ali and Rosa Parks. In music, we have also been listening to
music from James Brown, Stevie Wonder and Aretha Franklin.
We have also linked this with Science Week and have been learning about the Hidden Figures women from the
N.A.S.A project. These black ladies, including Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson, were
instrumental in solving different calculations which helped put Neil Armstrong on the moon.
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Multi-sports afternoon
On Friday 23rd September, a group of Year 1 and Year 2 children went to St Edward's High School for a multi-sports
afternoon. Children participated in a wide range of balancing, running, throwing, and jumping activities against
other schools. It was fantastic to see the children engaging and trying their best in each activity, and always with a
smile on their faces. They must also be commended on how well-behaved they were, encouraging one another
and listening to the adults and St Edward's children who were running the event. We are also pleased to
announce that we were placed equal second overall which is a magnificent achievement - well done Springdale!
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Sports Ambassador Training
On Monday 10th October, 8 of our Year 4 children attending Ferndown Leisure Centre to undergo their Sports
Ambassador Training. Sports Ambassadors are children who have a passion for sport and helping others, and they
play a vital role in organising fun games and activities for children to enjoy at breaktime.
Children learnt a number of different games to play as well as the different skills needed to be a successful leader
such as communication, organisation, responsibility, and most of all how to have fun!
During the day, the children's behaviour was impeccable and they need to be commended on representing
Springdale in such a wonderful way. We look forward to seeing these new Sports Ambassadors in the playground
soon.

Roald Dahl Day
The 13th September saw children at Springdale celebrate Roald Dahl Day. Children learnt some wonderful facts
about his life including that, while at his boarding school, the students acted as chocolate tasters for the nearby
chocolate factory. They also learnt that Roald Dahl was an ace fighter pilot during World War II.
To celebrate, we held a Roald Dahl art competition where children were asked to draw their favourite character
and explain why they liked (or disliked in some cases) them. It was great to see some of their wonderful drawings
which will now go up on a display. The winners were:
Year 4 - Holly and Seren
Year 3 - Blake and Emily
Year 2 - William and Quinn
Year 1 - Dylan and Thomas
Thank you to all the children (and parents) for the hard work - it was greatly appreciated and I am sure Roald Dahl
would have been proud!
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The School Council
At Springdale, we value the ideas and opinions of our children. To enable all children to have a voice and
contribute towards the continuous improvement of our school, we have a School Council, which meets
throughout the year to work on various themes.
The School Council is a body of students elected by their peers. It is made up of representatives from each class
from Year 2 to Year 4. The Year 4 children then take a lead role in Reception and Year 1. In their role, they are
expected to gather the thoughts and ideas of the children in the class about all aspects of school life. They then
take the responsibility to attend meetings and voice the opinions of the class they represent. The School
Council’s targets are to contribute to the local community through charity events, support the school and to
make sure every child at Springdale is happy. The children are enthusiastic members and are keen to fulfil their
role as a councillor.
Year 2 School Councillors

Oliver

Lola

George

Ava

Year 3 School Councillors

Emily

Nicole

Robbie

Ava
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Year 4 Councillors

Scarlett

Oliver

George

Darcie

Lexie

Arthur

Year 4 Councillors for Reception and Year 1

Jenson

Imogen
Reception

Year 1
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Harvest Thanksgiving Assembly
On Tuesday 11th October, we held a Harvest Thanksgiving Assembly in school. Rev Tim Meachen shared with the
children about the meaning of Harvest and its significance. The children were very engaged and learned about
the different ways they can be thankful. We were blessed by a lovely song from the Reception children and the
whole school celebrated with some Harvest songs. We are so grateful for all the food and donations for Poole
Food Bank. We know that it will go to good use supporting our local families and community. The School Council
helped collect all the donations and were overwhelmed by all the generosity of our school community. Thank you
for all your continued support.
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Extra-Curricular Clubs
Springdale First School is committed to developing the whole child. In order to develop well balanced individuals,
we believe it is important that children have the opportunity to participate in a variety of lunchtime and after
school clubs.
We have had various clubs on offer such as Recorder, Art, I.T Animation and Choir at lunch times and Forest
School, Multi-sports, Netball, Football and Gardening after school. It’s been wonderful to see the children
enjoying themselves and learning new skills.
We still have a few spaces left in our Netball, Choir, Gardening, Recorder and Forest School Clubs. Forest School
will now be open to our Reception Year children after half term please follow the link to book; Forest School
booking
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Halloween Safety

Trick or treating this October?
Dorset Police advice: •
•
•
•
•
•

Children should always be accompanied by an adult when they are trick-or-treating.
Only go to houses of people you know and who are happy for you to call.
Stay safe, keep to places that you know and are well lit. Do not take short cuts through gardens, alleyways
or parks.
Watch out for traffic - drivers might not see you.
The adult should have a torch and a fully charged mobile phone.
Take care of lit candles, especially if children have long hair.

But what if you don’t want trick or treaters this year? Many families have babies or you might know of an
elderly neighbour who really doesn’t want anyone to call at their home during the evening.
Dorset police have a poster that can be displayed on the front door which can be accessed on the following
link.
https://www.dorset.police.uk/media/54403/no-trick-or-treaters-a4.pdf
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•
•
•
•
•
•

Don’t forget that Springdale First School has signed up to “Your School Lottery”. This will enable the school to gain
additional revenue from a scheme that is already in operation.
How it works
Tickets cost £1 per ticket, per week and 40% of all ticket sales are donated to our school.
Guaranteed Cash Prizes every week
Chance to WIN a £25,000 every week
Draws are every Saturday at 8pm and results are posted online.
Easiest and quickest way to join in online where payment can be either by Direct Debit or Debit Card
Go to Your School Lottery

•
•
•
•

Please help boost our school fundraising
Cash prize every week
Win up to £25,000!
Tickets cost just £1 a week
To play the lottery, go to:

www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
and search for: Springdale
Supporters must be 16 years of age or older. Offer ends 29th Oct 2022. Terms and conditions apply (see website)
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Polite Reminders
-

Please can we remind parents and carers that no dogs are permitted on the school grounds, this Includes when
picking up from After School Club.
Can you please make sure that your child has a named coat, hat and gloves now the weather is turning cooler.
Please remember to order your hot school meals from Forerunner for after half term by Monday 24th October this
includes parents wanting to order the Christmas Lunch which is on Wednesday 14th December.
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Shop and Give
Help our cause each time you shop online, just go via the Shop&Give platform to raise a free donation for us.
https://shopandgive.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/springdale-first-school/
Visit the link and enter our unique code: 19997
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Dates for Your Diary
October
21st
31st

December
Treat Friday
Inset Day – Closed for children

November
1st/2nd/3rd
9th
10th
11th
18th
22nd
25th

Xmas clothing collection dates
Xmas Clothing sale
Non – Uniform Day & Popcorn Night
KS2 Remembrance Assembly
Children in Need (info to follow)
Whole School Concert, Randolph Matthews
Treat Friday

2nd
6th
7th
8th
9th
12th
13th
14th

Santa visits classes & Xmas Fayre
Y4 Carol Concert United Reform Church
Christmas Jumper day
Y3 Trip to Stonehenge
Y2 Nativity 2:15pm & Y4 Trip to Lockyers
Reception Nativity 9:15am
Y1 Christmas Celebration 2:15pm
Y3 Christmas celebration 2:15pm
Party Day/Hot Christmas Dinner day

Term Dates Academic Year 2022/2023
Autumn Term
Thursday 1st September to 16th December 2022
Autumn Half Term Break: Monday 24th October to Friday 28th October 2022
Christmas Holiday: Monday 19th December 2022 to Monday 2nd January 2023
Spring Term
Tuesday 3rd January to Friday 31st March 2023
Spring Half Term Break: Monday 13th February to Friday 17th February 2023
Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April 2023
Summer Term
Monday 17th April to Friday 21st July 2023
Summer Half Term Break: Monday 29th May to Friday 2nd June 2023
Inset Days
Thursday 1st September 2022
Friday 2nd September 2022
Monday 31st October 2022
Tuesday 3rd January 2023
Friday 30th June 2023
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Families Dorset Magazine
Here is the link to the current issue of Families Dorset Magazine September/October 2022
•

This issue is full of lots of useful information for parents/carers including places to go in Dorset, road safety for
children, chapter books that encourage kindness, new term teething problems/ brilliant first chapter books for early
readers, Autumn activities, DIY Halloween costumes and much more.

Well-being
As a school, Well-being continues to be a focus to ensure that all members of our school community are well, both physically
and mentally. We will continue to work on our Well-being offer next term, to ensure that it is supporting everyone who
needs it. We will keep you updated with our progress.

Hamwic Education Trust is pleased to partner with Shout 85258 - a free, confidential, 24/7 text message support service for
any of our students, staff or parents who are feeling overwhelmed or struggling to cope. The service is staffed by trained
volunteers who will work with students, staff or parents to take next steps towards feeling better. They can help with issues
such as stress, anxiety, worry and relationship problems and are there to talk at any time of day or night.

For more information visit https://giveusashout.org/
Other websites and resources you may find helpful:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Childline – information about mental health and a free helpline 0800 1111
NHS Moodzone – lots of practical advice, interactive tools, videos and audio guides to help you feel mentally
and emotionally better.
MIND A-Z Mental Health– a list of mental health topics to help you understand.
Young Minds – the UK’s leading charity fighting for children and young people’s mental health.
The Mix– support for under 25s on mental health and other life topics.
BBC – My Mind and Me– lots of information, advice and videos around stress, anxiety and mental health.
Papyrus – the national charity for the prevention of young suicide.
NSPCC – advice and support around mental health.
Samaritans – offer support and advice to anyone experiencing feelings of distress, despair or considering
suicide and their free helpline is available 24 hours a day. Call 116 123 from any phone.

